Northern Redbelly Snake

Northern Redbelly Snake- pi.10

(Storeria occipitomaculata occipitomaculata)

Identification: 8" - 16". Ground color is brown, gray or black, with ared, unmarked underside. The
markingsin this snake are highly variable. The back may have four or five faint narrow dark stripesor a
single light stripe. There are usually three pale spots on the neck just behind the head; these nape spots
are occasionally fused. The belly is usually red, but may be yellow, orange, or rarely, black. Scales are
keeled, 15 rows; anal plateis divided.

Whereto find them: A shy species that prefers wooded areas and bogs.

When to find them: Active April through September.

Range: Entire state.

Northern Redbelly Snake

(Storeria occipitomaculata occipitomaculata) - text pg. 21

Key Features

- Black on sides
and back of head.

- Plain red belly.

- Scales keeled.
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Excerpt from: Schwartz, V. & D. Golden, “Field Guide to Reptiles and Amphibians
of New Jersey”. New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife 2002.
Order the complete guide at - http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/products.htm




